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TEEN COURT OF LEE COUNTY

TWENTIETH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

Lee County Government Center
1039 S.E. 9th Place
Cape Coral, FL 33990
 (239) 533-7103
Fax:  (239) 533-7106
Dear Applicant:  
    

        

Thank you for expressing an interest in our Lee County Teen Court Program.  Teen

Court provides an educational experience through which our youth can come to understand our system of justice.  Attached please find an application for membership.  This application should be filled out and submitted to the Teen Court Office with a copy of your most recent school grades and two letters of recommendation.  You may use the forms provided or attach separate letters.  
Teen Court is held on Thursday evenings, September thru December and January thru May, in accordance with the school year. Teen Court is held in the Lee County Justice Center Complex, 2075 Martin Luther King Jr., Blvd., Fort Myers, FL 33901 in downtown Fort Myers. Please enter through this entrance only. There is a public parking lot located across the street. 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact the Teen Court Office                (239) 533-7103.  Please note that the Teen Court Office is located in Cape Coral, however, all the Teen Court sessions are held in downtown Fort Myers.

Sincerely, 

Stacey Lowe
Stacey Lowe, MS
Program Coordinator

Juvenile Arbitration/Teen Court 
TeenCourt@ca.cjis20.org 
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TEEN COURT OF LEE COUNTY

TWENTIETH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

Lee County Government Building
1039 S.E. 9th Place
Cape Coral, FL 33990
 (239) 533-7102
Fax:  (239) 533-7106
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY:




I would like to volunteer and be trained as (you may select more than one)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Jury Member

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Defense Attorney

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Prosecuting Attorney

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Bailiff    

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Clerk of Court

Name:
                                       First                                           Middle                                  Last

Date of Birth: __________________ Current Age: _____________

High School: _______________________________Grade: __________(Current Year)      

Address:____________________________________________________________________________
City: ________________________________________ Zip Code: _____________________________

Home Phone #: ______________ Cell #_______________ Alternate # ____________

E-MAIL ADDRESS: ______________________________________________________________






PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY
Parent(s)/Legal Guardian:
Telephone ____________________
In case of emergency, please contact:
Relationship: ______________________________Telephone ____________________
Do you have any relatives who live locally that are involved in the courts (for example, law professional, law enforcement, etc.)?     ______Yes         ______No

If yes, please list:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

How did you learn about our program?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Why would you like to participate in the program?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Do you have any hobbies or special interests?








________Yes          ________No

If yes, please list:

Are you currently active in community, church, or other organizations?

________Yes          ________No

If yes, please list:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Have you ever worked in a volunteer capacity before?

If yes, please list:

________Yes          ________No

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What do you hope to gain from Teen Court?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What are your educational or career plans after graduating high school?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Teen Court is held one night per week.  How many nights per month would you be able to contribute?

Have you ever pled guilty or nolo contender to, or been found guilty of, any offense other than a minor traffic charge?                    








________Yes          ________No

If yes, please explain:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

I hereby certify that the facts set forth in the above application are true and complete to the best of my knowledge.  I also understand that a copy of my grades and two letters of recommendation will be included as part of the application process.

Once all of the above is received, I understand that I will be scheduled to be interviewed by the Teen Court Coordinator with one or both of my parents as part of the application process.

______________________________________Signature of Volunteer       _______

                                                                                                                                 Date

______________________________________Signature of Parent/Legal Guardian








 

   _______
                                                                                                                                 Da
MONTHLY SCHEDULE 

AND

SCHOOL GRADES AGREEMENT 

I, ______________________, completely understand that it is my responsibility to submit a monthly schedule to Teen Court.

I also understand that I must attend at least one session per month to maintain my membership.
____I would prefer to have my monthly schedule(s) mailed to me at my address listed on my Teen Court Application.   It will be my responsibility to either mail the schedule back to the Teen Court Office by the appropriate deadline. 
I also understand that if my schedule is to be mailed to me, I can fax it back to the Teen Court Office by the appropriate deadline.
____I would rather that my Teen Court monthly schedule be emailed to me at the following email address: _______________________________________________.
                                                               Please print clearly 
I also understand that if my schedule is emailed to me, I will return it to the Teen Court Office by the appropriate deadline.
I understand that it is my responsibility to arrange for my grades to be sent to the Teen Court Office when they are issued throughout the school year.
__________________________________                                 _____________________
 Signature of Volunteer                                                                  Date



________________________________________
Signature of Parent/ Legal Guardian
TEEN COURT OF LEE COUNTY

VOLUNTEER’S AGREEMENT

As a member of the Lee County Teen Court Program, I understand and agree to the following conditions and responsibilities:
· Members must serve a minimum of at least one school year.
· Attend one orientation session prior to your court attendance/ review training material with Program Coordinator.
· Observe a Teen Court Hearing.
· The condition of individual Members must be consistent at all times with
Teen Court’s purpose of promoting law abiding behavior, be compatible 

       with common courtroom decorum, and always demonstrate respect for 
                     others with their right to privacy and confidentiality.
· Members who violate the principles or rules of the Teen Court Program will be removed from the program.
· Members shall abide by a professional dress code and, will be neat and clean when appearing in courtroom proceedings.  (Absolutely no jeans, shorts, tank tops, tee shirts, halter tops will be worn in the courtroom.  All shirts are to be tucked in and pants worn to the waist).
· Members are required to observe or shadow the Teen Court Program as instructed by the Teen Court Coordinator, before assuming the roles of defense and prosecuting attorney.
· Members are required to report for all hearings on the day and time assigned; or must notify the Teen Court Office of their reason for being absent prior to the day of Teen Court.
· Members of Teen Court are obligated to do the following:
Participate in each case free of prejudice towards
others race, sex, religion or national origin.
Attend each session of Teen Court with an open and objective
mind.
Members should disqualify themselves if they know the defendant, if they are unable to objectively represent a client, or if they are unable to render a fair and impartial verdict as a juror.

It is further agreed that the Volunteer Member of Teen Court and his/her 
Parent or guardian, understand, agree, and promise to hold harmless, the Court Administrator’s Office and its employees, Lee County and its employees, from any and all actions, or any claims whatsoever, which may arise from participation in any activities of the Teen Court Program.
______________________________                                    _______________________________
Signature of Volunteer



          Signature of Parent/Legal Guardian
______________________________                                    _____________________________
Signature of Teen Court Coordinator                                                         Date
TEEN COURT 
INFORMATION AND RULES
For the HEALTH, SAFETY and WELFARE of the TEEN COURT PARTICIPANTS, the protection of persons and property of others, and the organization and coordination of activities of the Teen Court Program, it becomes necessary to establish the following rules.  This list is not all-inclusive and will, from time to time, be adapted to meet any emerging problem.  Your compliance with these rules and any established general procedures are mandatory.

1. It is of the utmost importance that you submit a completed monthly schedule to the Teen Court Office.       

2. Keep in mind that you must attend at least once per month to maintain your membership.

3. If you indicate that you are planning to attend Teen Court on a specific evening, and you find that you need to cancel, you must notify the Teen Court Office.
4. If you indicate that you are not going to attend, and later decide that you would like to                               

attend, there is no need to call the office, you may show up that evening.

5. If you serve as an Attorney, you should arrive at the courthouse no later than 5:00 p.m.

You will receive 3.5 hours of Community Service.

6. If you serve as a Juror or Clerk, you should arrive at the courthouse no later than 6:15 p.m. (COURT BEGINS PROMPTLY AT 6:30 pm) you will receive 2.5 hours of Community

Service.

7. One of the stipulations of being a Teen Court Member is that you must keep your academic 

grades up at all times.  When your end of the semester grades are issued, it will be YOUR

responsibility to make sure that a copy is sent to the Teen Court Office.   

8. Once you have signed in, YOU ARE NOT PERMITTED TO                      

LEAVE THE COURTHOUSE UNTIL TEEN COURT IS OVER FOR THE EVENING.

9. There is NO EATING, DRINKING OR GUM CHEWING PERMITTED IN THE 

COURTROOM.

I have read all of the above and will, to the best of my ability, abide by all the rules of the Lee County Teen Court Program.

______________________________________________                          __________________________
Signature of Volunteer                                                          



Date

______________________________________________

 ____________________________
Signature of Parent/Legal Guardian





Date
LEE COUNTY TEEN COURT

OATH OF CONFIDENTIALITY

The importance of honoring the Oath of Confidentiality cannot be overstated.  The business of appearing in any court is a very personal matter.  All aspects of a Teen Court session are confidential.  Failure to respect the following Oath will result in dismissal from participation in the program.

The Oath of Confidentiality below is required to be taken at the beginning of each Teen Court session by all in attendance: 




I solemnly swear that I will not divulge, 




either by words or signs, any information

                               or names, which may be revealed to me in

                               in the course of a Teen Court session, and that 




I will keep secret all said proceedings from 

                               this day forward.          

With my signature below, I affirm that I understand and will honor the Oath of Confidentiality from this day forward.

_______________________________     __________________________

Signature of Volunteer                                                                            Date

TEEN COURT 

PHOTO RELEASE
I understand that my child, ________________________________________may be photographed and those pictures may be used for publicity purposes at the discretion of the Teen Court Office.

Signature of Parent/Legal Guardian            
 
Date


Printed Name

APPROPRIATE DRESS ATTIRE FOR COURT

TEEN COURT MEMBERS SHALL ABIDE BY A PROFESSIONAL DRESS CODE:
SHOES ARE TO BE WORN AT ALL TIMES
SHIRTS ARE TO BE TUCKED IN

PANTS SHALL BE WORN FASTENED AND AT THE WAIST

SKIRTS OR DRESSES ARE TO BE WORN (at least) TO THE KNEES

INAPPROPRIATE DRESS ATTIRE:
JEANS

TENNIS SHOES

 FLIP FLOPS

SHORTS

TANK TOPS or HALTER TOPS
NO INAPPROPRIATE PIERCINGS.

TRANSPARENT OR SEE-THROUGH TOPS, BARE MIDRIFF, STRAPLESS, LOW-CUT CLOTHING, OR TOPS AND OUTFITS THAT PROVIDE MINIMUM COVERAGE OR ARE OF A SUGGESTIVE NATURE ARE PROHIBITED; HALTERS, BACKLESS DRESSES OR TOPS, TUBE TOPS, TANK TOPS, MUSCLE SHIRTS, OR ANY CLOTHING WHICH MAY BE DISTRACTING ARE PROHIBITED.

CLOTHING WITH SLOGANS OR ADVERTISING WHICH BY ITS CONTROVERSIAL OR OBSCENE NATURE DISRUPTS THE COURT SETTING IS PROHIBITED.
No Sunglasses worn on top of head.

No Music iPods, Radios, or Similar material in courtroom.

***We do expect the Teen Court Attorneys to dress more professional than the jurors –if you have any questions, please contact the Teen Court Office at (239) 533-7102.
_____________________    _______       _______________________      ______

Signature of Volunteer                        Date             Signature of Parent/Legal Guardian      Date                                      
                  

LETTER OF RECOMMENDATION

FOR THE LEE COUNTY TEEN COURT PROGRAM

Applicant:  ______________________________________________________________



First


Middle 


Last

School:  ________________________________________________________________

Grade:  _________

To Whom It May Concern:

The person whose name appears above is applying for a volunteer position with the Lee County Teen Court Program, sponsored by the Twentieth Judicial Circuit Court as a student attorney, bailiff, clerk, or juror.  Teen Court is a court education and diversionary program where teenagers fulfill roles of courtroom personnel by performing a real trial and the setting of sanctions of punishment for their peers who have been arrested.  The purpose of Teen Court is to divert minor cases away from the more formal Juvenile Court.
Please comment on their personal qualities and characteristics such as: leadership, maturity, moral integrity, confidentiality, poise, getting along with others, and public speaking skills.  Please use this form or enclose your recommendation on your stationary.  If you have any questions please call the Teen Court Office at (239) 533-7102.  
Your comments:  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your Name & Title


Relationship to volunteer

Date
LETTER OF RECOMMENDATION

FOR THE LEE COUNTY TEEN COURT PROGRAM
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First


Middle 


Last

School:  ________________________________________________________________

Grade:  _________
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1

