
IN THE TWENTIETH .JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND FOR THE STATE OF FLORIDA 
) 

IN RF: COURT APPOfNTED ) 
ATTORNEY COMPENSATfON ) 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ) 

ADMJNJSTRATIVE ORDER 
NO. 3.5 

Pursuant to Florida Stntules §§ 27.53, 925.035, and 925.036, in all cases requiring court 

appointed counsel within the Twentieth Judicial Circuit Court where private attorneys are 

appointed by the Court to represent indigent defendants, the Court hereby establishes a fixed 

hourly rate of compensation of $75.00 for reasonnble billable time, with the exception of 

representation as it relates to death penalty cases. Tnking into consideration the minimum 

standards tor attorneys in capital cases as set forth in Fla. R. Crim. P. 3.1 12, the Court hereby 

establishes a fixed hourly rate of compensation of $100.00 for reasonable billable time in death 

penalty cases. 

During trials, compensation shall not exceed $800.00 per day. Fees on appeal of any case 

are not to exceed half of the fee amount awarded for the trial of the case, unless the Court finds 

that a larger tee is wammted following a hearing on the matter with notice to all concerned 

parties. 

The Court recognizes that Florida Statute § 925.036(2) provides that compensation for 

representation shall not exceed the following: 

(a) For misdemeanors and juveniles represented at the trial level: $1,000 

(b) For noncapital, nonlife felonies represented at the trial level: $2,500 

(c) for lite fclonil.':S represented at the trial level: $3,000 

(d) For capital cases represented at the trial level: $3,500 

(c) For representation on appeal: $2,000 

Notwithstanding the foregoing, and in accordance with Shei;rnard & Whjte, P.A. v. City 

of Jacksonville, 827 So. 2d 925 (Fla. 2002), in capital cases where unusual and extraordinary 

circumstances cxi::-1, court appointed counsel rnay petition the Court for additional compensation. 



In any such case, counsel who petitions the Court for such additional compensation shall set the 

matter for hearing before the Court with notice to the State Attorney's Office and the County 

Attorney ' s Ofiice. 

This Administrative Order is not applicable to those private attorneys under contract with 

the Administrative Office of the Courts, Twentieth Judicial Circuit. 

In recognition of the legislative changes enacted by Laws 2003, ch. 2003-402, including 

the amendments to Florida Statute§ 27.53, the repeal o f Florida Statutes §§ 925.035 and 

925.036, and the creation o f Florida Statutes §§ 27.40, 27.42, and 27.5304, efTective July I, 

2004, it is ordered that this Administrative Ordcr shall expire and shall no longer be e!kctivc on 

or after July I, 2004. 

DONE AND ORDERED in Chambers at Naples, Collier County, Florida, this 

- 4'(},_...'3 day of _ _ _ ~------' 2004 

.... :" ·· · 

History. - Administrative Order 3.5 (August 15, 2000): Administrative Order 3.5 (January 13, 
2000); Administrative Order 3.5 (January 28, 1991 ); Administrative Order 88-18. 


