
The court has considered the factors in §61.08 “Alimony,” as follows: 

(1) In a proceeding for dissolution of marriage, the court may grant alimony to either party,
which alimony may be bridge-the-gap, rehabilitative, durational, or permanent in nature or any
combination of these forms of alimony. In any award of alimony, the court may order periodic
payments or payments in lump sum or both. The court may consider the adultery of either spouse
and the circumstances thereof in determining the amount of alimony, if any, to be awarded. In all
dissolution actions, the court shall include findings of fact relative to the factors enumerated in
subsection (2) supporting an award or denial of alimony. 

(2) In determining whether to award alimony or maintenance, the court shall first make a
specific factual determination as to whether either party has an actual need for alimony or
maintenance and whether either party has the ability to pay alimony or maintenance. If the court
finds that a party has a need for alimony or maintenance and that the other party has the ability
to pay alimony or maintenance, then in determining the proper type and amount of alimony or
maintenance under subsections (5)-(8), the court shall consider all relevant factors, including,
but not limited to: 

(a) The standard of living established during the marriage. 

(b) The duration of the marriage. 

(c) The age and the physical and emotional condition of each party. 

(d) The financial resources of each party, including the nonmarital and the marital assets and
liabilities distributed to each. 

(e) The earning capacities, educational levels, vocational skills, and employability of the parties
and, when applicable, the time necessary for either party to acquire sufficient education or
training to enable such party to find appropriate employment. 

(f) The contribution of each party to the marriage, including, but not limited to, services
rendered in homemaking, child care, education, and career building of the other party. 

(g) The responsibilities each party will have with regard to any minor children they have in
common. 

(h) The tax treatment and consequences to both parties of any alimony award, including the
designation of all or a portion of the payment as a nontaxable, nondeductible payment. 

(i) All sources of income available to either party, including income available to either party
through investments of any asset held by that party. 

(j) Any other factor necessary to do equity and justice between the parties. 



(3) To the extent necessary to protect an award of alimony, the court may order any party who is
ordered to pay alimony to purchase or maintain a life insurance policy or a bond, or to
otherwise secure such alimony award with any other assets which may be suitable for that
purpose. 

(4) For purposes of determining alimony, there is a rebuttable presumption that a short-term
marriage is a marriage having a duration of less than 7 years, a moderate-term marriage is a
marriage having a duration of greater than 7 years but less than 17 years, and long-term
marriage is a marriage having a duration of 17 years or greater. The length of a marriage is the
period of time from the date of marriage until the date of filing of an action for dissolution of
marriage. 

(5) Bridge-the-gap alimony may be awarded to assist a party by providing support to allow the
party to make a transition from being married to being single. Bridge-the-gap alimony is
designed to assist a party with legitimate identifiable short-term needs, and the length of an
award may not exceed 2 years. An award of bridge-the-gap alimony terminates upon the death of
either party or upon the remarriage of the party receiving alimony. An award of bridge-the-gap
alimony shall not be modifiable in amount or duration. 

(6)(a) Rehabilitative alimony may be awarded to assist a party in establishing the capacity for
self-support through either: 
1. The redevelopment of previous skills or credentials; or 
2. The acquisition of education, training, or work experience necessary to develop appropriate
employment skills or credentials. 
(b) In order to award rehabilitative alimony, there must be a specific and defined rehabilitative
plan which shall be included as a part of any order awarding rehabilitative alimony. 
(c) An award of rehabilitative alimony may be modified or terminated in accordance with s.
61.14 based upon a substantial change in circumstances, upon noncompliance with the
rehabilitative plan, or upon completion of the rehabilitative plan. 

(7) Durational alimony may be awarded when permanent periodic alimony is inappropriate. The
purpose of durational alimony is to provide a party with economic assistance for a set period of
time following a marriage of short or moderate duration or following a marriage of long
duration if there is no ongoing need for support on a permanent basis. An award of durational
alimony terminates upon the death of either party or upon the remarriage of the party receiving
alimony. The amount of an award of durational alimony may be modified or terminated based
upon a substantial change in circumstances in accordance with s. 61.14. However, the length of
an award of durational alimony may not be modified except under exceptional circumstances
and may not exceed the length of the marriage. 

(8) Permanent alimony may be awarded to provide for the needs and necessities of life as they
were established during the marriage of the parties for a party who lacks the financial ability to
meet his or her needs and necessities of life following a dissolution of marriage. Permanent
alimony may be awarded following a marriage of long duration if such an award is appropriate
upon consideration of the factors set forth in subsection (2), following a marriage of moderate



duration if such an award is appropriate based upon clear and convincing evidence after
consideration of the factors set forth in subsection (2), or following a marriage of short duration
if there are written findings of exceptional circumstances. In awarding permanent alimony, the
court shall include a finding that no other form of alimony is fair and reasonable under the
circumstances of the parties. An award of permanent alimony terminates upon the death of either
party or upon the remarriage of the party receiving alimony. An award may be modified or
terminated based upon a substantial change in circumstances or upon the existence of a
supportive relationship in accordance with s. 61.14. 

[Required finding: In making this award of permanent alimony, the court hereby finds
that no other form of alimony is fair and reasonable under the circumstances of the parties.]

(9) The award of alimony may not leave the payor with significantly less net income than the net
income of the recipient unless there are written findings of exceptional circumstances. 

(10)(a) With respect to any order requiring the payment of alimony entered on or after January
1, 1985, unless the provisions of paragraph (c) or paragraph (d) apply, the court shall direct in
the order that the payments of alimony be made through the appropriate depository as provided
in s. 61.181. 

(b) With respect to any order requiring the payment of alimony entered before January 1, 1985,
upon the subsequent appearance, on or after that date, of one or both parties before the court
having jurisdiction for the purpose of modifying or enforcing the order or in any other
proceeding related to the order, or upon the application of either party, unless the provisions of
paragraph (c) or paragraph (d) apply, the court shall modify the terms of the order as necessary
to direct that payments of alimony be made through the appropriate depository as provided in s.
61.181. 

(c) If there is no minor child, alimony payments need not be directed through the depository. 

(d)1. If there is a minor child of the parties and both parties so request, the court may order that
alimony payments need not be directed through the depository. In this case, the order of support
shall provide, or be deemed to provide, that either party may subsequently apply to the
depository to require that payments be made through the depository. The court shall provide a
copy of the order to the depository. 
2. If the provisions of subparagraph 1. apply, either party may subsequently file with the
depository an affidavit alleging default or arrearages in payment and stating that the party
wishes to initiate participation in the depository program. The party shall provide copies of the
affidavit to the court and the other party or parties. Fifteen days after receipt of the affidavit, the
depository shall notify all parties that future payments shall be directed to the depository. 
3. In IV-D cases, the IV-D agency shall have the same rights as the obligee in requesting that
payments be made through the depository. 

a.  After considering the factors, the court grants/ denies the husband’s/ wife's claim
for alimony [of any type]. The court finds that the husband/ wife does need financial support of
$XXX per month from the husband/ wife to meet his/ her financial needs and that he/ she cannot



meet his/ her financial needs from his/ her own efforts and income and income earned on his/ her
marital and nonmarital assets. The court finds the husband has the ability to pay him/ her $XXX 
per month in [alimony type] alimony and still meet his/ her own financial needs. The court has
considered all of the factors in §61.08.

Therefore, beginning MM/DD/YYYY and on the same day each month thereafter
the husband shall pay to the husband wife $XXX per month as [alimony type] alimony. 

This case was tried in DDD. The husband’s/ wife’s need for financial support began
DDD. 

b.  Arrearage order    The court reserves jurisdiction to determine the amount of any
arrearage in the permanent, periodic alimony and to enforce the payment of any
arrearage. The court finds the husband/ wife has the ability to pay any arrearage
from his/ her assets and that any arrearage can be easily calculated. 

c.   Temporary alimony granted/ denied   The husband’s/ wife’s claim for temporary
alimony is granted/ denied.

d.  Income Deduction Order   As required by F.S. §61.1301, a separate Income
Deduction Order ("IDO") shall be signed by the judge assigned to this case that
directs the payor's employer and any future employer to deduct the alimony due
under this order from any income due to the payor and to forward it to the
depository, the “Florida Support Disbursement Unit.” The form of the IDO must
comply with the form required by the United States Office of Management and
Budget. That agency calls an "Income Deduction Order" an "Income Withholding
Order" or IWO, but either name refers to the same thing: an order to take the 
alimony out of the payor’s pay to the extent allowed by law. The IDO or IWO
form shall be prepared by the payee or the payor and sent to the undersigned judge
for signing and filing. The undersigned judge will not prepare the form of IDO or
IWO. Delivering a copy of the IDO or IWO to the payor’s employer is the
responsibility of the payee and the payor. The court hereby orders the payor to
give a copy of the IDO or IWO to his or her employer immediately upon receiving
a copy of it, and if the payor does not do so then the payee must give a copy of it
to the payor’s employer. It is not the responsibility of the undersigned judge to
find the payor’s employer from time to time and deliver a copy of the IDO or IWO
to that employer. 

e. Place of Payment Alimony shall be paid by check or money order payable to and
sent to the “Florida Support Disbursement Unit”, P.O. Box 8500, Tallahassee, FL 32314-
8500. The payor must write on each check (1) this case number and also the words (2) "Lee
County case”.

f.  Addresses and Social Security numbers   Within 30 days of this order both parties
are ordered to write to the “State Case Registry”, P.O. Box 8500, Tallahassee, FL
32314-8500 and advise that agency of this Case Number in Lee County, Florida,
and their current names, addresses, social security numbers, telephone numbers,



driver’s license numbers, and their employer’s name, address, and telephone
number, as these presently exist and as they change in the future. A copy of any
letter with that information sent to the “State Case Registry” must also be
delivered or mailed to the Clerk of the Court, Lee County, Florida, 1700 Monroe
Street, Fort Myers, FL 33901.


