	IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE TWENTIETH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND FOR

	LEE COUNTY FLORIDA
	
	PROBATE DIVISION



	IN RE: Guardianship of
	Case No.:
	

	
	
	
	

	IN RE: THE GUARDIANSHIP OF 
	Judge: 
	

	
	
	

	
	Related Case:
	


_____________________________________________________/

 ORDER OF REFERRAL TO GENERAL MAGISTRATE 
(Guardianship/Probate Matter – Rule 5.095)

THIS CAUSE comes before the Court on its own motion and, upon due consideration, it is hereby ORDERED:
That this cause is referred to General Magistrate ________________, Twentieth Judicial Circuit, for further proceedings, pursuant to Rule 5.095, Florida Probate Rules.
This case is referred to the General Magistrate for the following: 
	|_|

	Petition to Determine Incapacity & Petition for Appointment of Guardian over person and/or property

	|_|
	Petition for Appointment of Guardian over person and/or property

	|_|
	Guardianship Matter described as follows:
	     

	|_|
	Probate Matter described as follows:
	     

	|_|
	Other described as follows:
	     



AND ANY OTHER MATTER RELATED THERETO.

A hearing will be scheduled with General Magistrate _______________ by separate notice.  Any party wishing to object to the referral to the Magistrate must file a timely objection no later than the date of the scheduled hearing.  

The General Magistrate is authorized to administer oaths and conduct hearings, as may be deemed necessary, which may include the taking of evidence.  As soon as practicable, the General Magistrate shall file a Report and Recommendation that contains findings of fact, conclusions of law, and the recommendation as to a ruling by the Court, and shall submit, as may be appropriate, a Recommended Order of General Magistrate.

If required by the General Magistrate, the attorneys shall prepare a Recommended Order of General Magistrate.  Failure to submit said Recommended Order of General Magistrate in a timely manner may result in sanctions being imposed by the Circuit Court Judge.

Review of the Report and Recommendation made by the General Magistrate shall be by exceptions served within ten (10) days after the Report and Recommendation is served, as provided by Probate Rule 5.095(h).  If no exceptions are timely filed, the Court shall take appropriate action on the report.  If exceptions are timely filed, the Court shall resolve the exceptions at a hearing on reasonable notice.  

Any party filing exceptions will be required to provide the Court with a record sufficient to support the exceptions, or the exceptions may be denied.  A record sufficient to support exceptions ordinarily includes a written transcript of all relevant proceedings.  The record shall include the court file, designated portions of the transcript of proceedings before the General Magistrate, and all depositions and evidence presented to the General Magistrate.  

The parties are advised that proceedings before a Magistrate pursuant to Probate Rule 5.095 will be electronically recorded by the Court, or, alternatively, any party may elect to provide a live Court Reporter at that party’s own expense.  If a live Court Reporter is provided by a party, requests for transcripts must be submitted to that Court Reporter.  If no live Court Reporter is provided by a party, a party may request an electronic certified copy of the proceeding on CD, at that party’s expense, and may then have the recording transcribed, at that party’s expense.  Providing the Court with a copy of the CD, instead of a certified written transcript, is insufficient for review by the Court of exceptions.  Media request forms, procedures, and fees, and a list of approved Transcriptionists are available on the Court’s website, www.ca.cjis20.org, or by calling the Court’s Electronic Court Reporting Department at 239-533-8207.

	DONE AND ORDERED at Fort Myers, Lee County, Florida on this _____ day of ___________, 20___.

___________________
Circuit Court Judge  
 




	Electronic Service:


  
